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Boggs Mountain Demontration State Forest
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
P.O. Box 839
Cobb, California 95426
(707) 928-4378

Hazards

Num
erous life-safety hazards associated with a 

post-fi re landscape rem
ain. These hazards include:

History and Background of Program

The California Departm
ent of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 

operates 14 Dem
onstration State Forests, totaling 85,000 acres. These 

forests represent som
e of the m

ost com
m

on forest types across 
California. 

Boggs 
Mountain 

Dem
onstration 

State 
Forest 

(BMDSF) 
was established from

 cutover forest land purchased from
 the Calso 

Com
pany by the State of California in 1949. The intention of this property 

is to dem
onstrate the m

anagem
ent of a Coast Range, Ponderosa Pine/

Mixed Conifer forest.

The land base for the State Forest Program
 was acquired through 

purchases and donations of cutover and dam
aged tim

berland. According 
to the Public Resources Code, the prim

ary purpose of the State Forest 
System

 is the dem
onstration of econom

ical forest m
anagem

ent and the 
land base is legislatively m

andated to be retained in tim
ber production 

for research and dem
onstration purposes.

In Septem
ber of 2015 the Valley Fire burned through 99%

 of the 
property killing 80%

 of the m
ature trees and 95%

 of the understory 
regeneration. After the fi re BMDSF was closed to the public and a large-
scale reforestation plan, the like of which the program

 had not seen 
since its founding, was put into action.

Reforestation Plan at Boggs

The reforestation plan at BMDSF began with a forest-
wide salvage logging operation to recover the value of the 
dam

aged tim
ber. Though m

ost of the trees were killed in the 
fi re, the structural integrity of the wood rem

ained, and the 
dead trees were cut and hauled to local saw m

ills to produce 
wood products.

The prim
ary tim

ber species on BMDSF have historically been 
Ponderosa Pine, Douglas-fi r, and Sugar Pine. Douglas-fi r is 
prim

arily used in building applications for structural fram
ing 

and beam
s, while Ponderosa and Sugar Pine are often used 

for interior paneling and doors. The funds for the State Forest 
Program

 com
e from

 the sale of the tim
ber harvested from

 
the properties. The m

oney from
 the sale of these trees was 

put back into replanting, fuels treatm
ent, and road upgrades 

on BMDSF.

As part of the reforestation plan 702,695 tree seedlings were 
planted across approxim

ately 3,100 acres of the property. The 
planted species included Ponderosa Pine, Douglas Fir, Sugar 
Pine, Incense Cedar, and Giant Sequoia. The distribution and 
spacing of these seedlings was based on the forest inventory 
data from

 before the fi re, with the intention of replicating the 
historic pre-fi re forest structure.

The reforestation of this property included thousands of work 
hours from

 BMDSF Forestry Staff, Boggs Mountain Helitack, 
CAL FIRE engine crews, CAL FIRE inm

ate crews, and num
erous 

private contractors. With the reopening of the property 
volunteer opportunities can be arranged through the Friends 
of Boggs Mountain as BMDSF transitions back into a public 
space.

Dead and Dying Trees

While BMDSF has been subject to a large-scale 
hazard tree rem

oval operation, m
any dead and 

dying trees rem
ain that pose a signifi cant life- 

safety hazard. These trees are quickly losing 
structural integrity due to decay. Please m

ain-
tain awareness of your surroundings and stay 
on num

bered roads.

W
ildlife

Wildlife has returned to BMDSF along with as-
sociated hazards. Som

e of the species present 
in the forest include: deer, coyotes, foxes, wild 
pigs, rattlesnakes, and black bears. Please 
m

aintain a safe distance from
 all wildlife.

Heat

Due to the loss of the forest canopy, the heat 
hazard at BMDSF during the sum

m
er m

onths 
can be severe. Please bring water with you 
while enjoying the forest.

Slips and Falls

The fi re and subsequent erosion has resulted 
in loose broken ground across m

uch of the 
landscape. Uneven ground and burned out 
stum

p holes pose hazards. Please stay on 
num

bered roads for your own safety.
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Donate to Friends of Boggs Mountain
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The Friends of Boggs Mountain is a non-profit 
501c3 organization enhancing your experience by:

Updating, improving and financing the forest trail maps 
Rebuilding, maintaining and improving trails

Adding and replacing signs along all designated forest trails 
Maintaining and updating information posted on kiosks 
Sponsoring free outdoor programs with guest speakers 

Working together with all forest visitors to care for Boggs 
trails, foster trail etiquette, and courtesy

Become a member:  boggsmountain.org
Visit us: facebook.com/FOBMCA

Maps printed by Friends of Boggs Mountain

P.O Box 735 Cobb, CA 95426 
boggsmountain.org  |  fobm@boggsmountain.org

Attention Please

Donations Are Appreciated

Review the forest rules 
and plan ahead before arriving 

as forest conditions may change.

,

CAL FIRE State Forest Office
707-928-4378 | www.fire.ca.gov
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