
Friends of Boggs Mountain - From the President

This last spring a large swath of northern Alberta, Canada, was ablaze with over 90,000 souls evacuated and 
over 600 square miles of territory engulfed in flame. It’s striking to think that about a year ago I would have 
felt deeply saddened to see the headline but would fail to feel the visceral gut-wrenching anguish I feel for 
the folks that are facing a future that was totally unexpected and unpredictable from this point on. Through 
my living room window I watch a thin veil of clouds lift from Cobb Mountain to reveal a scorched hillside 
that a year ago was a verdant green mountain.  As I have heard many times since the Valley Fire, it could 
have been worse, but in the words of my good friend Darlene Hecomovich, “It could have been a heck of a 
lot better.” Science tells us that as a result of global warming this may be the new normal. Well-intentioned 
fire suppression has only made the problem more acute. Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest has 
now become a laboratory to observe and study how a fire of this magnitude impacts the entire forest 
ecosystem, how best to mitigate the damage, and how to help nature restore the land to a more natural 
environment with a better shot at avoiding the kind of cataclysmic fire we saw here last September.  I was 
fortunate to be invited to attend a meeting of the Prescribed Fire Council at Boggs to learn more about the 
impact and plans for restoration which you can read more about in an article in this issue.

At our last meeting, Peter Leuzinger, our new Forest Manager, shared with us a progress report on clearing 
the dead and burned trees. Timber sales and logging have gone reasonably well with the majority of the trees 
planned for removal having been felled and sold. Before the public is allowed back in however, there is still 
a tremendous amount of work to be done.  Burning of slash piles and planting of 300,000 new seedlings will 
take place this winter. Unfortunately a date for public reentry has not been established due to the 
unprecedented amount of damage sustained and the immense amount of work to be done. 

In the meantime our work continues.  Trail maintenance has been concentrated on cleaning up and placing 
species signs on the interpretive trail behind the Cobb Elementary School which was largely spared the worst
of the fire.  Much progress has been made and I must add it is a delightful hike on an autumn day.  This trail 
has also now been closed, however, due to the active logging operation taking place near the trail.  Watch our
web site for current information in terms of when the school trail will reopen.  Another area of Boggs that is 
miraculously unscathed is Calso Camp. Other areas of the Forest are starting to recover as well but it will 
clearly be a long journey.  While the waiting is frustrating, let me assure you there is still work to be done, 
and as we get closer to reentering the Forest again there will be plenty to do.  Existing trails will be evaluated
for restoration and plans for a new trail system will be formulated in collaboration with CAL FIRE.  

This will be a long journey but our destination will be a more sustainable, resilient forest with, I might add, 
many more far-reaching views!  So please join us in body or even just by sending your good vibes our way 
so we can look back some day and say we had a hand in restoring Boggs Mountain Demonstration State 
Forest to the magical place it once was and will be again.

— David Thiessen
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The Blooming Forest
by

Darlene Hecomovich

In early Spring there was a lot of blooming taking place in Boggs
Mountain Demonstration State Forest in the burned areas yet to be
logged. One of the most incredible displays was that of the Ground Rose 
Rosa spithamea which historically has shown a lot of greenery but a
minimal amount of diminutive blossoms in the Forest. This year as a
result of more light reaching the forest floor the blossoms were abundant
and twice the normal size. 

Hound’s Tongue Cynoglossum grande, with the flowers that look like
forget-me-nots but with long leaves that have the shape of a tongue of a
hound, were blooming in small numbers near the Forestry Office.
Another lovely wildflower that was in bloom was the delicate Hillside
Morning Glory Calystegia collina, a species I had not noticed in the
Forest before.

Giant Trillium, a lover of damp and shady places, was to be found
growing along Houghton Creek, and although there were quite a few
plants most of them were not blossoming nor did they appear to have
buds yet to bloom. This might be the result of getting too much sun as
there was no shade to be had in their location along the Creek. Both the
cream and the purple Trillium were in flower, but the blossoms were
small.

Davis Palmer had reported seeing an abundance of Pussy Ears 
Calochortus tolmiei  - those delightful little wildflowers with the densely
hairy petals that indeed look like the ears of a kitten. [See page 11.]

In addition to the wildflowers, the regrowth of Coffeeberry Frangula
californica  was astounding as was that of both the Bracken Fern 
Pteridium aquilinum  and the Giant Chain Fern Woodwardia fimbriata.
The regrowth of the Black Oaks Quercus kelloggii is fascinating. Up to
100 sprouts have burst forth from the most vigorous stumps creating the
effect of a shrub. These oak shrubs are evident not only in the Forest but
throughout the burn area, and it will be informative to watch how they
recover.

Much has been lost, but we have been given a gift of watching the
regrowth. Unlike animals, plants are unable to attempt to flee fire. They
stay and we benefit. ❦

Darlene Hecomovich, the Chair of the Interpretive Committee, developed over 60
Interpretive Trail signs and has led many historical, naturalist, and bird hikes in
Lake County. At the invitation of Forest management, she and Friends of Boggs
Mountain board members have participated in supervised tours in parts of the
Forest.
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Healing Ceremony at Boggs
On May 14, 2016 a
“healing ceremony” was
arranged by Moke Simon
and Dennis Jenson. The
ceremony was held at the
horse camp at Boggs
Mountain Demonstration
State Forest.  A small group
including Pomo and other
tribal leaders, CAL FIRE
representatives, Back
Country Horsemen officers,
other Boggs enthusiasts and
Friends of Boggs Mountain
members were in
attendance. The group
dedicated some time to
sharing personal
experiences at Boggs and hopes for the future. There were emotional prayers and Native American 
music.  At the ceremony's conclusion, many contributed meaningful artifacts and comments were 
added to a “Prayer Capsule” to be locked away for 60 years and opened on the anniversary of the 
event. Afterwards a pot luck lunch was shared.  It was an emotional, but uplifting, experience for all!
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Interview with Cliff Fago
Boggs' First Forest Manager

by
Gigi Stahl

In contemplating the “new Boggs,” I imagined the Forest so radically transformed – some Ponderosa pine and Doug fir 
survivors amid the detritus of logging operations. That sad picture led me to want to learn more about the beginnings of 
Boggs as a State Demonstration Forest.

The 2008 Boggs Management Plan cites that a significant portion of the Forest was “clear cut” in 1949, and that most of 
today’s existing acreage was sold to the State at an absurd price of $38,700 in that year (though without timber rights).  The 
bargain was attributed to the belief that a good percentage of merchantable timber already had been sold (it was later 
discovered that this was an underestimation). Private logging companies continued to harvest at Boggs, but eventually, 
timber rights were released to the state in 1954 through the terms of a cutting agreement.

So with an image of a clear-cut forest in my head, I started mulling over who might have been around at that time. Perhaps 
they could shed some light on what Boggs might have looked like, and share with us their observations on its transformation
over several decades. I came across the name of an FOBM member, Cliff Fago, in the Boggs Management Plan. Apparently,
Mr. Fago was hired in 1965 as the first permanent full-time Forest Manager at Boggs. After a quick chat over the phone, he 

agreed to an interview.

On a sunny, balmy afternoon in March, a tall, broad-shouldered 
elderly gentleman stood waiting for me outside the Forest office.  
Mr. Fago arrived with notes in his hand. I was impressed with his 
preparation, and his quiet, mild-mannered account of “the 
beginnings”.

Our gratitude goes to Mr. Fago for sharing his recollections, and a
hopeful, though challenging glimpse, of a future Boggs.  And many
thanks to CAL FIRE staff Jim Wright, Gerri Finn, and Brett Agler 
for the use of the Forest office, and to our new Treasurer and Cobb
resident, Deb Bloomquist, whose knowledge of Boggs trails filled 
gaps in mine.

—Gigi Stahl

Retired CAL FIRE Forester Cliff Fago, Forest Aide Brett Agler, and FOBM Treasurer 
Deb Bloomquist at the Boggs Forest Office (March 18, 2016). Photo - Gigi Stahl

The Dream Job

Cliff Fago graduated from Iowa State with a degree 
in Forestry. He worked as a research assistant at the 
University of Illinois a year before joining CAL 
FIRE in Santa Rosa as a Forest Practice Inspector in
the early 1960s. In the next three years, he inspected
private logging operations in Sonoma and Lake 
County to ensure that they complied with forest 
practice rules at the time—seed trees, fire breaks, 
erosion controls and having fire tools available at 
logging operations. He was then sent to Mendocino 
County to work at Jackson State Forest, a 48,652-
acre demonstration forest. Shortly after, Fago, still 
in his 20’s, was appointed the first permanent Forest
Manager at Boggs in the spring of 1965.

“It was a dream job for a young forester to manage 

a piece of property that had never been managed 
before as a state forest,” he said. The “dream job” 
came with daunting challenges:  repairing poorly-
constructed forest roads, establishing forest 
boundaries, kick-starting a timber harvest program, 
creating a management plan, forest inventory, and 
demonstration program.

Roads and Trails

Many are all too familiar with a several rough 
segments on Boggs roads (the 600, 300 and 100 
roads come to mind). In early days, traveling 
virtually every mile of forest road was a neck-
jarring undertaking. The roads had no culverts or 
drainage features. Fago immediately went about to 
improve Roads 100 and 500.
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The condition of most of the forest roads hardly 
encouraged recreational use, maybe a few deer 
hunters and determined mushroom pickers. But 
around 1970, George Hoberg requested the 
construction of the first hiking trail. It would allow 
Hoberg’s Resort guests to access the Forest on the 
northwestern boundary of Boggs (near today’s 
“Entrance Road”). Enjoyed to this day by many 
visitors as the “Hoberg’s Loop” trail, this gentle 1½-
mile trail leads to a vista overlook on the northern 
ridgeline. 

After the helitack crews became a year-round 
presence at Boggs in the mid-1970s, the trail system
was expanded to accommodate mountain biking as 
part of the firefighters’ fitness regimen. 

As for camping, Fago indicated that there were big 
plans to put in campgrounds, but these came to 
fruition only several years after he left in 1976.  He 
recalled some boy scout campouts, but these were 
infrequent.

Forest Boundaries

Establishing and enforcing forest boundaries was no
mean feat for a young forester. Fago had to deal 
with property line disputes ranging from a few feet 
to as much as forty acres. “Some locals liked to use 
some of the Forest as their backyard,” he chuckled. 
“There were fences installed beyond the property 
line, clothes lines, boat sheds, a shooting range, and 
even a fish pond.” With the help of professional 
surveyors, he accomplished his objective to mark 
and record Forest boundaries.

First Timber Harvest

When Fago started his job at Boggs, the Forest had 
already recovered from Setzer Forest Product’s 
clearcutting operations in 1949. “It didn’t resemble 
a clearcut at all. Trees with trunks 20 inches or less 
in diameter were left standing in those days,” he 
recalled.

The apparent resiliency of the Forest is comforting. 
Decade-old stands of regeneration populated much 
of the Forest, and Boggs was well-stocked with pole
timber, mostly Ponderosa pine. A few million board 
feet of old growth were also reserved in the pre-
harvest agreement with Setzer.

Unfortunately, many old growth trees were infested 

with dwarf mistletoe, a pernicious, parasitic plant 
that infects most conifer trees. Fago also discovered
that these plants were spreading to the regeneration 
timber. He had to act quickly to deter further 
infestation, and got the first timber sale underway. 
By 1967, over 3 MMBF (million board feet) of 
remaining old-growth trees were harvested near the 
100 Road off the northern ridgeline. (To get a sense 
of scale, about 1 MMBF could provide framing 
lumber for about sixty-two 2,400-square-foot 
homes†.)

Although timber-hauling trucks in those days look 
similar to those today, felling was still done 
manually with single chainsaws. D6-sized crawler 
tractors loaded with forklifts were used to gather 
and move timber. “I can’t believe how timber 
harvest equipment gets bigger and bigger. We didn’t
have feller-bunchers in those days,” Fago remarked,
having just recently visited the Redwood Region 
Logging Conference, a trade show for the timber 
industry.

Hung on the wall of the Forest office is this photograph of the Mill Creek Timber 
sale in the mid-1960s taken by Mr. Fago during his tenure at Boggs.

Management Plan

After establishing the first timber sale, Fago started 
a management plan. As CEQA (California 
Environmental Quality Act—a statute that requires 
state and local agencies to identify significant 
environmental impacts of their actions and to avoid 
or mitigate those impacts, if feasible‡) was passed 
only in 1970, environmental reviews of plans were 
not required in his first years at Boggs. But there 
was little objection to what CAL FIRE was doing. 
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“We had an advisory group that included influential 
community leaders like Don Emerson, Reed 
Hardester, Bill Hecomovich, and George Hoberg to 
get support for our timber harvesting activities,” he 
said.

Apart from timber harvesting, plans included 
construction of concrete and steel water tanks at Big
Springs and Houghton Creek, and near the 100 road
for fire suppression and dust management during 
harvesting season in the spring.

Creating and maintaining fuel breaks were also 
priorities. Using inmate crews, 150-ft shaded fuel 
breaks were established. “We left some trees in the 
fuel break that were pruned up pretty high so it 
looked park-like,” Fago explained.

Forest Inventory

Predominant tree species at the time were 
Ponderosa pine and Douglas fir with some Sugar 
pine. After conducting a comprehensive timber 
survey, Fago estimated over 30 MMBF of standing 
timber with 1 MMBF of annual growth. Black oaks 
were also present as they are to this day, but these 
have little commercial value for a demonstration 
forest.

One of the challenges was to help young pines 
thrive among dense brush such as manzanita and 
blue blossom (Ceanothus thyrsiflorus, a California 
lilac). With an office at the Konocti Conservation 
Camp in Kelseyville (there was no office at Boggs 
during his tenure), Fago had immediate access to 
other staff and prison inmates for note-taking, 
fieldwork, brush removal, and establishing fuel 
breaks.

Experimentation and Demonstration

As mentioned earlier, the Forest was already well-
stocked when Fago started working at Boggs. “We 
had a hard time finding places to plant trees for 
experimental plantings. We did clear a patch of blue
blossom below the heliport to plant Ponderosa 
pine,” he said. But he discovered that the plantings, 
which were not from a local seed source, did not do 
as well as the native trees that seeded here naturally.
Fago thus set about doing what he felt was more 
productive work—clearing competing brush such as
manzanita and blue blossom to allow the existing 
pines to thrive. “Pines will grow a foot and a half a 

year if given some room,” he explained. 

Inmate labor helped clear several areas. They also 
treated mature manzanita with herbicides. “We tried
to demonstrate economical techniques to private 
landowners,” Fago said, in reference to promoting 
healthy tree growth through brush management. But
as landowners did not have access to inmate labor 
for clearing, other options had to be considered. He 
recalled that many years later under the third Boggs 
manager, Steve Sayers, CAL FIRE contracted the 
use of a hydro ax, a powerful shrub-chomping 
mulcher.

Fire and a Glimpse of the Future

“Never in my wildest dreams [did I think] I’d see 
anything like this,” Fago uttered as he looked 
outside, still absorbing the magnitude of the post-
Valley Fire condition of the Forest. He was 
fortunate not to have experienced a wildfire during 
his tenure at Boggs. There were minor incidents 
associated with “escape fires” from inmate-burning 
of slash, but nothing major. Fago was still based in 
Santa Rosa when the Widow Creek Fire consumed 
10,000 acres and destroyed homes in the Glenbrook
area northwest of Boggs in 1962. He noted, “That 
was a close call. The weather turned and firefighters
were able to contain the fire at Hwy 175, not far 
from the helitack.” 

He did seem concerned about Boggs’ immediate 
future. Managing vigorous brush growth and the 
potential of more aggressive bark beetle attacks in 
the spring will be a huge challenge. 

But on a hopeful note, Fago recalled that during the 
first timber harvest, he discovered 2-4 foot burn 
scars at the base of several old growth trees. “The 
mountain must have burned pretty hot well before 
the time CDF had any records,” he said.

Armed with the knowledge of how the Forest has 
rebounded, we can look toward the future with 
optimism. It will take time, but with thoughtful 
stewardship, it may just be a decade or so before 
Boggs resembles our forest again. ❦

†  Idaho Forest Products Commission – 
http://www.idahoforests.org/woodhous.htm
‡ CA Natural Resources Agency – 
http://resources.ca.gov/ceqa/more/faq.html
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Farewell to Adian
This past May, we celebrated FOBM
board member, Adian Minty's, new
adventure in relocating to the Sierra
foothills. Adian, aka "CaptainCobb",
works as a pilot ship captain in the San
Francisco Bay, so he puts quite a bit of
mileage on both car and mountain bike
wheels. As Adian's schedule could not
guarantee that he would be able to attend
his farewell gathering, Chris Bloomquist
(sitting next to Adian), constructed a
"proxy," perfectly represented by the
smiling image mounted on a bike fork! 

Although he lived for many years at
Cobb, Adian came into our circle about
three years ago in proposing a trail to
connect Boggs to Cobb Elementary. Termed the "Minty Trail," we spent hundreds of hours reviewing the 
trail, brought in Caltrans to comment on potential issues, invited Bay Area trail development expert John 
Aranson and Nevada City Forest Trails Alliance founder, Zachy Anderson, to assess the proposed route, and 
wrote a CEQA document supported by a biological survey (many thanks to the Zalusky family and Gerri 
Finn for donating their time and expertise). Side note: Once the Forest is re-opened, FOBM hopes to work 
with the Forest management to assess all trails, and work on a comprehensive trail development plan - 
including the Minty Trail!

Adian's smile and jolly presence in the Forest will be sorely missed. Boggs will always be part of his life, 
and we look forward to his visits back to the area.

Our warmest wishes for a wonderful new beginning to you and your family, Adian. Stay safe and we hope to 
see you again soon on the trail!

Trail Maintenance
Trail maintainance has been currently
suspended due to the recent closure
of the Boggs Ridge Nature Trail
behind the Cobb Mountain School.
We are grateful to the following
participants who volunteered this
Spring before the closure: Phyllis
Murphy; Debbie Bloomquist;
Michael, Jetta, Lincoln and Geneva
Meadows; Lori Patotzka; Darlene
Hecomovich, Jason Cook; Kathryn
Cook; Barbara Harris; Susan
Cameron; Gigi Stahl; Amy Klee;
Derrick Bologna; Mitchell Abes and
Stoutheart; Joanne Noce; Cindy
Leonard; JoAnn Saccato; David
Thiessen
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Northern California Prescribed Fire Council Tour of Boggs
By David Thiessen

On Friday, March 25, we were invited to attend the 
Northern California Prescribed Fire Council Tour of 
Boggs. The CAL FIRE tour was held on a beautiful 
spring day that somehow brightened the desolate 
landscape. A group of approximately 50 people met 
at the helitack pad overlooking Cobb Mountain.  
Gerri Finn shared the fascinating history of Boggs 
State Demonstration Forest from the early days of 
selective logging done by Lilburn Boggs to the clear 
cut of the 1940’s.  Gerri recounted the succession of 
forest managers starting with Cliff Fago in mid-
1960’s through her tenure in the Forest and reiterated
the purpose of a demonstration forest versus a state 
park. Jim Wright then reviewed a map of Boggs and 
the areas affected by the fire. We then walked across 
the parking lot to inspect a sediment fence (the 
wedge-shaped dam shown below) used to quantify 
the effects of different soil burn severities on 
catchment-scale runoff rates, sediment delivery, 
changes in channels and organic matter/soil carbon 
transport.

From there we all piled into our cars and vans and 
drove out to the intersection of Boggs Peak Trail and
road 541 to inspect and discuss the area that had 
actually seen a relatively hot control burn several 
years earlier. It was rather striking to note how little 
difference the control burn had made due to the 
intensity of the Valley Fire. Dan Lindsay and Drew 
Coe then described plans for a Hillslope Erosion 
Study to be performed in the area.

Afterwards, we migrated back through Calso Camp 
and up to Ridge Camp to observe an active logging 
site and hear from Gerri Finn, Dave Loveless and 
Jim Wright on rehabilitation plans. Dave Sapsis, 
CAL FIRE Fuel & Fire Specialist, spoke regarding 
fire effects, carbon and forest recovery research.  As 
the group enjoyed a sack lunch perched on the top of
the hill we heard from Chris Lee, CAL FIRE 
Pathologist, and Stacy Stanish, CAL FIRE Senior 
Environmental Scientist, regarding a tree retention 
and disease study and post-fire ecological 
biodiversity monitoring. At the conclusion, we were 
asked to share a little information with regard to 
FOBM role in the Forest pre- and post-fire. I spent a 
few minutes briefly describing our history, what we 
have accomplished thus far and what role we hope to
play in the future. Gigi Stahl thanked CAL FIRE for 
all they are doing to restore the place we love and 
inviting us to participate in the presentation.

In a nutshell, my take-away was that this is an 
exceedingly qualified group dedicated to restoring 
the Forest to a much more sustainable condition than
before the fire.  Moreover, they are committed to 
study and learn as much as they can from this 
cataclysmic fire to help avoid a similar event in the 
future.
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Boggs Peek
by

Davis Palmer

Last Spring, in order to better share the changing state of the Demonstration State Forest with present and future Friends of 
Boggs Mountain, Jim Wright, acting Forest Manager at the time, generously took me on a drive. What follows are my 
impressions from, and photographs of, that trip through the Forest.

The Forest

Looking across the valley south of Perini Road (see newsletter banner on page 1) one can see the tremendous
change to Boggs. Areas of burnt, dead and dying trees have been harvested. Swathes of green, living trees, 
marked for retention, have been left untouched. Pockets of blackened trees and large burn piles mark the 
harvested areas and soften the impact of the clearcutting. The view provides a broad-brush introduction to 
what one would see within the Forest.

My response to driving into the Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest (BMDSF) since the fire is 
emotional. It's different. It's very, very different. No matter how many times I visit (photographing certain 
parts of the Forest for record-keeping purposes), there is still the pain of loss, the grieving of what was and is
no more. Many of the familiar landmarks that comprised my brain's mental images that helped in navigating 
the Forest roads before are gone. There is a sense of drastic change and a feeling of being a bit lost. 
Thankfully there are still some familiar sights—the helitack area and buildings, the Forestry office, the Calso
campground—all virtually untouched. The terrain, exposed now, still invokes some recollections that this 
really is the same place, just subject now to mental reinterpretation.

The Roads

Apart from the drastically
changed landscape, one of
the first things I noticed in
my Spring visit to Boggs
was the improved quality of
the roads. All of the nearly
thirty miles of roads in the
Forest have been covered
with gravel. Drainage has
been greatly improved as
culverts have been installed
or replaced, and “gutters”
and dips have been
engineered into the roads to
channel and divert runoff.
One road, the 420 loop, has
even been re-routed at the
far end to eliminate one
particularly troublesome
section. Poorly routed, it
followed a low valley and
became a natural watercourse during rains, thus becoming deeply rutted and impossibly rough, for even four-
wheel drive vehicles. The new route is now much more easily navigated.
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All of the gravel for the roads was created by an on-
site rock crusher from rock at the existing quarry off
Road 300. The crushed gravel surface, in addition to
being more even and smoother to drive on, greatly
reduces dust. During the logging operations, this
minimizes the need for water trucks, Afterwards it
will be appreciated by all when we eventually return
to the Forest for recreation.

On our return trip on well-used Road 500, I
remarked at its quality, even better than the other
gravel roads. Jim explained that it had been covered,
not just with gravel, but with crushed asphalt from
Caltrans. As Caltrans resurfaced Highway 175 from
Middletown to Loch Lomond, they needed a place to
deposit the old, ground-up asphalt created in the
process. Jim offered the main road into Boggs as an
option. This was a win/win for both organizations, as
the relocated asphalt gravel from the highway
created a smoother, more durable and longer lasting
surface than the quarried gravel. (For those who
might be concerned, studies of areas where this has
been done before have shown that there is little to no
leaching from the ground asphalt onto surrounding
land.)

Of course, the reason for the majority of the road
work, which will greatly improve recreational access
in the future, is the ongoing timber harvest (more on
that later). And, because of the harvest, in addition to
the familiar, established roads used for large
equipment access and hauling, there are also additional, temporary roads that have been established to aid 
felling, log decking and processing within the Forest.

Water 

As many of you know, we were fortunate to have had a slightly wetter rainy season this year than in recent 
years. The drought is not over, but there has been some relief. I was surprised, however, by just how many 
streams were flowing in the Forest, even without a recent rain. Roadside streams that in past years would be 
intermittent, or dry, were actively flowing. When I mentioned that to Jim, he pointed out that a major 
contributing factor to that was actually the loss of so many trees. The trees, he said, act as many, large 
“evapotranspiration engines,” drawing water from the ground and transpiring it through leaves and needles 
and ultimately evaporating into the atmosphere. Without the massive, living tree cover, the now excess 
groundwater was flowing in streams.
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Wildflowers

Having spent the previous weekend hiking through the 
serpentine ridges and meadows of the McLaughlin Nature 
Reserve, with wildflowers galore, I was interested to see 
what might be growing in Boggs. Different soil, terrain 
and habitat, but certainly something must be taking 
advantage of the nutrient flush from the fire, the increased
sunlight and the winter and spring rains. My question was 
answered by an overwhelming abundance of small white 
flowers, low to the ground. Upon inspection they were 
Calochortus tolmiei, commonly know as “Pussy Ears.” 
These would have been entirely unknown to me but for 
two things: first, a temporary sign I saw two years ago 
along the Interpretive trail pointing to a few (a very few) 
of these flowers; and second, the fact that I had been 
looking at photos of them in my collection the night 
before. Thank you, Darlene Hecomovich!

I expected to see more variety, but as we were restricted to
travel by truck and not on foot, it was hard to explore and 
seek others out. Just a couple other sightings very close to 
the road were a number of ground roses and a few wild 
irises. But the number of Pussy Ears blanketing the Forest 
floor was impressive and memorable. Oh how I wish I had
had the freedom to get out and photograph to my heart's 
content!

The Harvest

There were very good reasons for my not being able to hike on my own, wandering and composing/creating 
photographs at will in the Forest. And this is the harder part to take in upon seeing it again since the fire.

As you know from the wonderful
Nick Kent interview/article in the
last issue, the Forest took a major
hit in the fire. Even though the
Forest was managed, with just one
of many objectives being fuel
reduction, there was no stopping
the devastating effects of the
Valley Fire. The majority of the
Forest burned, some areas more
intensely than others. Seeing that
in itself was heart-breaking. The
grief associated with the loss of
places familiar and loved was real.

But beyond the loss to the fire,
there is also now the logging.
Though some may decry what
they see as an interference with
natural processes, we need to
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A plethora of Calochortus tolmei, Pussy Ears, covering a hillside by a newly 
gravelled road. These were prevalent in abundant displays throughout the 
Forest. Inset: Pussy Ear close-up.  Photos by Davis Palmer

Telephoto close-up of a feller-buncher in action.  Photo by Davis Palmer



realize the intent of a Demonstration State Forest. The tended and protected Forest serves primarily as a 
research and demonstration site for timber management practices. Even though we may personally view the 
Forest as ours—a natural, beautiful place for peace, restoration and play—the fact that we are allowed and 
encouraged to use it for recreation is just part of its purpose. It is not State Park or other area set aside for 
preservation and recreational uses only.

And so, we have the current timber harvest. It is more extensive than what would ever be purposefully 
planned, but because of the fire, a necessity at this time. And still the process has been managed carefully. 
Before the harvest lots were sold, trees with a significant chance for survival were careful marked to be 
saved. Also marked were approximately 5% of even the dead trees to remain for wildlife habitat. And plans 
are being developed for replanting and subsequent management of the reforestation process.

The funds recovered from the selling the timber will help support the Demonstration Forest and its 
operations. Unfortunately, because the Forest is state-owned, regulations force BMDSF to only sell the 
timber to US companies. With all the recent fires, there is a glut of local timber and prices have dropped. The
more profitable market is overseas. Trucks hauling timber from the Forest would head north on 175 out of 
Cobb to carry BMDSF logs to mills in Northern California and Oregon. The trucks hauling timber south 
through Middletown were from private lands. Most of that timber would end up in China.

The logging
operations, of
course, pose
significant risk
to the public.
Large
harvesting
equipment is
in constant
use, and the
logging truck
traffic has
been heavy.
There is no
reason to open
the Forest to
the public
until the
harvesting is
complete. To
give me an
idea of the
scale of the
logging
operation, Jim
took me to a number of sites: felling, processing and transport. 

Some areas, especially those with larger trees, are being harvested in the older, more traditional manner by 
individuals, contracted by the logging companies, using chain saws. However, most of the harvesting is done
using specialized heavy equipment. 
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The feller-buncher has grabbed Ponderosa pine and the  “hot saw” at the base of the head easily cuts through the (approximately) 18” trunk in 
a matter of seconds.  Photo by Davis Palmer



The feller-buncher, 
the particularly 
efficient harvester 
seen on this and 
previous pages, is a 
beast one would best 
avoid in the Forest. 
This machine, 
mounted on the 
boom of a tracked, 
heavy equipment 
base, consists of a 
cutting mechanism—
in the larger versions,
a huge circular saw, 
or “hot saw,” 
constantly rotating at
a high rate of speed
—and hydraulically 
powered arms to 
either grasp a large 
tree or to “bunch” a 

number of smaller ones as they are cut. Once cut, the articulating arm lowers the trees onto a stack. Cutting, 
transporting, and twisting to lower an eighty-foot Ponderosa onto a stack is a physically challenging 
operation, and it is made to look like child's play by this behemoth. One cutting and transport operation I 
watched took a little over two minutes for a very large tree. It is not unheard of to harvest trees at a much 
faster rate. Though the operator of a feller-buncher is relatively safe within his cab, the surrounding area is 
no place for bystanders. Aside from large trees being felled and stacked at a tremendous rate, there is the 
danger of teeth
from the hot saw
being dislodged
and flying off.

Trees stacked by
the feller-buncher,
may be dragged to
a landing, or
central processing
site by a skidder.
At the landing the
trees are delimbed,
bucked (sawn to
particular lengths
best suited for
transport and
milling) and
stacked by another
incredible
machine, a
processor. After the
processor picks up
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The feller-buncher has carried the cut Ponderosa to a stack and lays it down.  Photo by Davis Palmer

A processor cuts the end of a tree off with a chainsaw blade in preparation to delimb and buck the entire tree in a matter of seconds. 
A loader stands by idly (for now) on the left.  Photo by Davis Palmer



a tree, it saws off the
bottom then runs it
through the head,
delimbing it in the
process. The log is cut
at a prescribed length
and dropped onto an
appropriate stack, and
the processor
continues to delimb
and buck the
remainder of the tree. 

The stacks of millable
logs are then ready to
be loaded onto
logging trucks. These
have arrived on the
site with their trailers
carried on the back of
the tractor. The loader
may be used to lift the
trailer off the tractor
and help attach it to
the tractor. Once
assembled, the tractor
and trailer are then loaded with harvested, processed timber for the trip to the mill.

The Future

Given the current harvesting operations and the dangers of remaining dead timber, it will be some time 
before the public is once again allowed access to the Forest. We look forward to more information from CAL
FIRE regarding future public access or volunteer opportunities in the Forest. Most of the replanting will be 
done by professionals, but there may be other areas in which we can help. We'll keep you posted!

New Members
FOBM is grateful to acknowledge the following new and renewing members: Paul Babwin, Terry 
Balestriere, Tim Battaglia, Brien and Kathy Lee Crothers, Laurie Daw (Lifetime member), Deborah Doran, 
Cliff Fago, Anna Gregorian, Hardester's Markets (Lifetime business member), Jeanette Knight, Barbara 
Harris, Darlene Hecomovich (lifetime member), Loraine Landwehr, Joe Mathews, Pat and Jon Meyer, 
Phyllis Murphey, Dan Nelson (Lifetime member), Davis Palmer, John Phelps and Suzanne Loughran-Phelps,
REI (Lifetime business member), Karen Rhoads, Monica Rosenthal, Kathleen & Thomas Scavone (Lifetime 
member), Angie and Alan Siegel, Gigi & Roy Stahl, Phyllis and David Thiessen.
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* The current editor wishes to apologize for the non-quarterly aspect of this edition. He now realizes that his skills lie 
less in editing/production and more in the photographic realm and writing the occasional article. He has learned to be 
much more careful now with additional volunteer opportunities that come his way and is learning to say “no,” for 
everyone's sake. That said, perhaps the next new Boggs Quarterly editor is reading this! Please express your interest in
keeping this publication alive by contacting David Thiessen at mthome07@gmail.com. Thank you all for your 
patience and understanding.

A loader unloads the trailer from a logging truck that has returned for another load.  Photo by Davis Palmer

mailto:mthome07@gmail.com
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Business Members
Please support fellow business members when possible. Thank you!
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