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QUARTERLY 

NEW MEMBERS 
 Thank you to these new and 

renewing members: Boyd Green, 

Claude Stracensky, Corey Dahline, 

Dawn Quinlivan, Dorothy Emer-

son, Evanger’s Dog and Cat Food 

Co., Gigi Stahl, Jackie Bonson, 

Jeffrey Shields, Jim Rothberg, 

Karen Rhoads, Linda Crayne, Obie  

Porteous, Phyllis Murphey, Teresa 

Marks, TNT Storage, Roberta and 

Harry Lyons, Paul Babwin,  

Stephen Pollaine, Angie and Alan 

Siegel, Jon and Pat Meyer, Jack 

and Cathy Seylor, Saro and Reikor 

Deacon, and Hardesters Market. 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE  
 Trail maintenance at Boggs is 

scheduled for the second Sunday 

of every month unless otherwise 

posted. The public is invited. We 

meet at the Boggs parking lot at 

9:00 a.m. Bring a tool and gloves 

and prepare to stay in shape and 

have fun! 
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 Fortunately, we have not  
 seen the level of infestation  
 that some forests have. 
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Western pine beetles at Boggs  
by Jeremiah Steuterman 

 Frequent visitors to Boggs have probably noticed an unusual 

bustle of activity in the forest. We’ve had firefighters cutting 

down trees, large stacks of firewood by the road, and the espe-

cially observant may have noticed woodpeckers stripping bark 

from some of our ponderosa pines. This is all due to the in-

creased activity of a tiny bark beetle, the western pine beetle 

(Dendroctonus brevicomis). 

 The western pine beetle attacks and kills mature ponderosa 

pines, the most common tree species on Boggs. Consequently, 

we have been working hard to stay ahead of these voracious  

little feeders.  

                 According to the 2013  

                annual assessment done by  

                the Colorado State Forest  

                Service, 264,000 acres of  

                forest in Colorado were  

actively infested with a cousin of the western pine beetle, the 

mountain pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosae). 1  

 Fortunately for Boggs, we have not seen the level of infesta-

tion that some forests have. This year we have recorded approximately 180 trees killed 

by beetles. However, we focus on the high use areas when monitoring beetles, and so the 

actual number is slightly higher. 

 Climatic conditions have been playing a big role in the spread of beetle infections 

across North America, particularly global warming and the record drought. The life  

cycle of the beetles is heavily dependent on temperature. During cooler conditions a 

population completes a life cycle roughly every ten 

months, but in warm weather this cycle can take as little as 

two months.2  

 Note that western pine beetles are not an invasive  

species. They have evolved as part of the pine forest eco-

system, and under more normal conditions serve a valuable 

role in culling diseased trees and creating openings in the 

canopy for regeneration. Likely candidates for  

beetle attack are older dominant trees that are  

past their prime, and often those that have other  
vulnerabilities like a broken top or mistletoe  

infection — those that are already stressed, in  

other words, by old age, disease, and drought.  

Dense forests of over mature trees experiencing drought are prime targets.  

 A tree defends itself by releasing pitch or sap to expel the beetles during  

their initial attack. When trees can’t draw enough water to produce sufficient  

                           Continued on page 4  

About the size of a grain 
of rice (3-5mm), western 
pine beetles are rarely 
seen as they live most of 
their lives under bark. 
(DeMars Jr. & Roettger-
ing, 1997) 

Pitch released by the tree at 
the site of a successful beetle 
attack. Reddish-brown boring 
dust can be seen trapped in 
the cream colored pitch. 
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TRAIL VOLUNTEERS 
 Extra kudos to Gigi Stahl,  

Phyllis Murphey, Barbara Harris, 

and David Thiessen for their ex-

cellent trail work and high spirits 

over the past few months. 

HOLIDAY HIKES 
 Karen Rhoads will lead two 

moderately paced 4.5 to 5 mile 

hikes in November: One on Satur-

day, November 22 and one on Sat-

urday, November 29. Friendly, 

leashed dogs are welcome. Meet at 

9:00 a.m. at the Boggs parking lot. 

Bring water and a hat. The two 

hikes will follow different routes. 

 Karen will schedule two Decem-

ber hikes as well. FOBM will post 

them at boggsmountain.org when 

dates are established and will 

email a reminder as usual just  

before the hikes.  

 A perfect way to burn holiday 

calories!  

 he recent early rains we’ve experience have resulted in an 

abundance of sulfur shelf mushrooms mushrooming in the  

forest. It is a delight to find a specimen and then watch as it 

changes literally from day to day in shape, texture, and color. 

Sulfur shelfs emerge knoblike or fingerlike, soon becoming 

rosettes or overlapping shelf-like masses. They can vary from 

fan-shaped to irregularly semi-circular or elongated, all with 

undulating rounded margins. Soft and fleshy when young,  

they become hard and woody with age. They are a brightly  

colored yellow to red-orange with a striking sulfur yellow  

underside when fresh and then fade slowly to straw or dull 

brown, bleaching to white in old, deteriorating specimens. 

 They belong to the bracket or polypore group of fungi —  

“bracket” because it is most often shelf or bracket-like, and 

“polypore” for the many pores or tube mouths of the spore-

producing tube layer found on the underside of the mush- 

room. Its scientific name, Laetiporus sulphureus, translates  

as Laetiporus “with bright pores” of sulphureus “the color of  

sulfur.” It is also known by another common name, “chicken  

of the woods,” earned by the fact that it “weeps” in wet  

weather exuding yellow or orange water droplets reminiscent  

of uncooked chicken. 

 Polypores serve an indispensable niche in the forest as they 

are the major group of wood-rotting fungi. Without them,  

the forest would soon become cluttered and impenetrable as 

downed limbs, trunks and stumps would lie indefinitely on  

the forest floor. 

 The preferred habitat is on rotting stumps or logs or on  

the dead wood of living trees, often appearing in the same  

location year after year. Although they grow on either hard- 

 

 

woods or conifers, in Boggs Forest they prefer the deciduous 

black oak.  

 This fall they can be found on Mac’s Trail, Ball Cap Trail, 

and Road 400 and elsewhere. Look for them at the base of the 

tree where they form the rosettes growing from the roots or high 

up on branches in the canopy, or anywhere in between. Check 

downed wood or stumps as well. Sulfur shelf mushrooms are 

always a welcome and brilliant sight to come upon unexpected-

ly in the forest. ~             Text and photos by Darlene Hecomovich 

 

SPECIES WATCH 

Sulphur Shelf Mushrooms 
T 

 

  

 

 

October 3       October 7       October 17 

The transformation . . . 

In the two photos at 
right, a closer look at the 

transformation from 
rosettes into the 

mature shelf stage. 

The ‘Minty’ connector trail 
Photo and text by Gigi Stahl 

 Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest is  

working with Konocti Regional Trails (KRT) to devel-

op a connector trail from Boggs to the village of Cobb. 

KRT is currently preparing a CEQA (CA Environmen-

tal Quality Act) initial study draft, to solicit comments 

from agencies such as CAL FIRE, Caltrans, Dept. of 

Fish & Wildlife, Cobb Area Water District, PG&E, 

County of Lake staff, as well as local schools, the  

surrounding community and general public.  

 Gerri Finn, Boggs forest manager, has given her  

enthusiastic support for this project, and will be  

providing input in the environmental review. 

 The connector trail is less than a mile long. It begins 

at the base of the Interpretive Trail and will follow the 

state property line on the southern border of the forest  

toward Hwy 175. It will then turn south toward the Emerson property, requiring an  

approximate 700-ft trail easement and an encroachment permit from Caltrans until it 

ends at the intersection of Estates Drive and Hwy 175. Caltrans has proposed installing 

Continued on next page 

Adian Minty on a section of the 
proposed connector trail at Boggs. 



        ach fall, hundreds of 

thousands of hawks,  

eagles, ospreys and  

falcons take flight from 

their breeding grounds in 

North America to their 

wintering grounds. Some 

fly to South America 

while others stay closer  

to home near backyard 

feeders, preying on small-

er birds. 

 Hawk Mountain in 

Pennsylvania and Hawk 

Hill in San Francisco are 

well known destinations 

for viewing this spectacle. 

But you can observe the 

migration any place that 

offers an open view. The 

top of Mt. Konocti is an  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 excellent viewing spot. 

  The best time to ob- 

 serve hawk migration is 

 the second day after a  

 cold front has passed,  

 especially if there are 

 steady northwest or west 

 winds creating updrafts.   

 Paying close attention  

to weather patterns will 

increase your chances of 

witnessing what some 

have called a “transcendent  

experience.” 

 Note that migrating 

hawks follow well defined 

routes as they fly south. 

Hawks are soaring birds 

and depend on thermals 

and updrafts so you’ll  

often see them follow 

ridgelines or shorelines. 

 If you’re interested in 

viewing hawk migration, 

The Cornell Lab of Orni-

thology All About Birds 

offers free, weekly fore-

casts in regions throughout 

North America. ■  

SPECIES WATCH 

Hawk Migration 
by Peg Landini 
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The Boggs Mountain 
Coloring Book 

has nearly sold out! 

Boggs Quarterly  
submissions 
 Boggs Quarterly is a publica-

tion dedicated to furthering the 

aims of Friends of Boggs Moun-

tain — enhancing the forest  

visitors’ experience through 

education and recreation.  

 We are seeking informative 

articles and news of interest to 

FOBM members.   

 If you wish to submit an arti-

cle, please contact FOBM at 

www.boggsmountain.org.  

Or snail mail to P.O. Box 735, 

Cobb 95426. Make jpeg photos 

available where appropriate.   

 We reserve the right to edit all 

text and artwork. 

 

Subscriptions 
 Your FOBM membership  

includes a subscription to the 

Quarterly. If you wish to sub-

scribe, individual memberships 

start at $20 per year. 

 Order your first edition Boggs 

Mountain Coloring Book now.  

Designed and illustrated by Karen 

Rhoads and published by Friends of 

Boggs Mountain, the books are 

great holiday gifts — and fewer than 

30 are still available! 

 Proceeds from coloring book 

sales (the $10 price includes sales 

tax) support the non-profit, volun-

teer FOBM.  

 To order your signed copy now, 

please contact FOBM at 

www.boggsmountain.org. Or use 

the order form in the box at the main 

kiosk at Boggs. Checks, cash, and 

credit cards are accepted. ■ 
 Illustrations ©Copyright 2014 by 

Friends of Boggs Mountain. 

 The red-shouldered 
hawk is often heard 
but seldom seen at 
Boggs. 
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‘Minty’ connector trail  continued 

flashing beacons to the north and south of the intersection to warn motorists of  

pedestrians. 

 Professional trail builders are being considered to help flag and construct a 4-foot 

wide multiuse path with trail dozers on some steep areas as shown in the photo on the 

previous page. A puncheon (a low bridge with no rails) may also be needed for a  

seasonal creek crossing. Fundraising, donations and grants are being considered to  

help pay for the trail construction. Volunteer trail crews will also be deployed to do 

finishing work. 

 The connector trail is the brainchild of Adian Minty, a Cobb community volunteer, 

father of Cobb Elementary School children, and avid mountain biker. It is his aspira-

tion for this trail to provide safe access to Boggs for school children who need to ride  

a bus just to get to the forest less than a mile away. It will also provide access to the 

village of Cobb's shops and restaurants for Boggs visitors, and for community  

residents who wish to walk or ride their bikes to the forest from their homes. 

 For more information, please contact KRT Trails Coordinator and Friends of Boggs 

volunteer Gigi Stahl at fobmtn@gmail.com. ■ 

 

Thank you, and Happy Holidays! 

First annual holiday bash 
 A very special group will be invited to join Friends of Boggs Mountain at the Little Red 

Schoolhouse on Bottle Rock Road on Friday, December 5 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm for our first 

annual holiday bash. 

 The party will celebrate and thank FOBM members and Boggs visitors and volunteers who 

love the forest, and will encourage those who would like to volunteer with Friends of Boggs 

Mountain. 

 Reikor and Saro Deacon will perform folk music throughout the evening. Monterrey Grill 

will cater the event with mouthwatering Mexican specialties. 

 The music will be mellow, the food will be delicious, and our members and friends will have 

a chance to mingle. ■ 

mailto:fobmtn@gmail.com


Pine beetles continued from page 1 

 

pitch, they are easy pickings. 

 Often, the first sign of an attack is pop-

corn shaped balls of pitch dotting the  

bole of a tree (photo, page 1). Most of 

the life cycle of these beetles occurs un-

der the bark, so identifying the initial 

stages is essential to combating them.  

 If only a few cream colored pitch balls 

are present, that can be a sign that the 

tree has fought off the 

attack. But if pitch balls 

are numerous and bor-

ing dust, called frass, 

starts to appear, the  

attack has succeeded. Woodpeckers feed on 

beetle larvae, so when they start stripping the bark the infes-

tation is well underway (photo at left). 

 Compared to infestations that span hundreds of thousands 

of acres, close to two hundred trees seems pretty modest.  

 Part of the reason that these beetles have not developed a 

large population is the active forest management program at 

Boggs. We try to identify infested trees early, then cut them 

down to prevent the beetles spreading to nearby trees. We 

then cut the infested trees into pieces and stack them in the 

sun to dry out the beetles still developing inside. Also,  

maintaining a healthy forest by thinning and selective  

logging helps limit stress by reducing competition for light 

and water.  

 Much of this wood ends up being taken by firewood  

cutters. However, the beetles may still be alive in the cut 

wood. Fortunately you can prevent beetles spreading to your 

trees at home. If your trees are all douglas firs then your risk 

is very low, but if you have ponderosa pines then you need to 

take precautions. Most importantly, avoid stacking the wood 

Woodpeckers have 
stripped the outer 
bark from this tree 
along Ball Cap trail. 
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 We try to identify infested 
 trees early, then cut them 
 down to prevent the beetles 
 spreading to nearby trees. 

 

Thank you to FOBM Business Members 
Please support fellow members when possible. 

against or next to any ponderosas. One of the best control  

methods is to destroy the beetles’ habitat by fully removing  

the bark from the gathered wood. Other precautions involve 

drying the wood and raising its temperature. Splitting the 

wood and stacking it in full sun is a good way to speed up 

this process. Using a transparent plastic tarp to seal off the 

wood pile is one of the most often recommended precautions. 

Burying the edge of the tarp and allowing it to sit for a cou-

ple of months bakes the beetles still in the wood and prevents 

        them flying out to attack other trees. 

           Boggs is a dynamic, developing forest and 

        these beetles are very much a part of that  

        process. If the drought continues, they will 

        be a challenge for years. But with good  

        forest management we can maintain these 

beetle populations in their beneficial role and prevent an 

uncontrolled infestation. 

 For more information on forest pests please see the Tree 

Notes section of the California Forest Stewardship Program 

website (http://ceres.ca.gov/foreststeward/treenotes.html) or 

the CAL FIRE Pest Management Program website (http://

calfire.ca.gov/resource_mgt/resource_mgt_pestmanagement. 

php). ■ 

 
1Colorado State Forest Service. (2013). 2012 Report on the 
Health of Colorado's Forests. Retrieved from http://

csfs.colostate.edu/pdfs/137233-ForestReport-12-www.pdf 
2DeMars, Jr., C. L., & Roettgering, B. H. (1997, September). 

Retrieved from http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/fidls/

we_pine_beetle/wpb.htm 

 

 Jeremiah Steuterman is a forestry aide at Boggs Forest.  

He has a bachelor’s degree in environmental analysis and 
plans to seek a master’s degree in forestry.  

http://tntstorage.com/
http://ceres.ca.gov/foreststeward/treenotes.html


            Friends of Boggs Mountain Membership Application 

Name _________________________________________________________   Phone _________________ 

Address _____________________________________  City ______________ State ______ Zip _________ 

Email ______________________________________________ 

I participate in these activities at Boggs: 

□ hiking/jogging    □ birding    □ star gazing     □ horseback riding  □ orienteering 

□ dog walking    □ hunting    □ target shooting    □ mountain biking    □ camping   

 

I would like to be involved in the  

□ Interpretive Committee     □ Activities Committee     □ Fundraising Committee      □ Promotional/Membership Committee  

How often do you visit Boggs? _________________  How long do you usually stay?_________________ 

What changes would you suggest for the forest? _____________________________________________ 

Are you interested in volunteering for any special projects at the forest (trail maintenance, installing more trail signs, etc.)?

________________________________________________________________________ 

Sign me up as a member (payable to Friends of Boggs Mountain) 

□ $20 Individual     □ $35 Family/Supporting     □ $100 Patron     □ $500 Lifetime 

Please correspond with me by email   □ Yes  □ No 

Business Membership 

Businesses and professional persons can also support Friends of Boggs Mountain.  Business members receive a free advertisement  

posted in a prominent location on the main kiosk at the forest. 

More than 10,000 visitors enjoy the forest’s 22-plus miles of trails each year. At least three-quarters of these visitors reside in Lake 

County and the Bay Area.  A 1.3-mile interpretive trail is especially popular, along with scheduled activities including guided hikes, 

outdoor summer talks, mountain bike races, and orienteering meets. 

Business Name _________________________________________________________________________   

Contact ________________________________________________________ Phone _________________ 

Address _____________________________________  City ______________ State ______ Zip _________ 

Email ______________________________________________ 

□ $35  BRONZE includes business-card size ad -- 2” x 3 ½”    □ $60 SILVER includes 5” x 7” ad 

□ $100 GOLD includes 7” x 10” ad     □ $200 PLATINUM includes 8 1/2” x 11” ad 

□ $1,000 LIFETIME BUSINESS MEMBER includes permanent plaque mounted on wood 

Please correspond with me by email   □ Yes  □ No  

Friends of Boggs Mountain will laminate your business card or printed ad and post it on the kiosk. Please allow at least a 1/8” margin 

on all four sides. Advertisements can be vertical or horizontal.  Friends of Boggs Mountain reserves the right to reject any advertisement. 

 

 Friends of Boggs Mountain is a nonprofit corporation formed to enhance the visitor’s experience 

 at Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest through educational and interpretive activities. 

 For more information:  PO Box 735 / Cobb, CA 95426 / www.boggsmountain.org 


